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Purpose
The purpose of pet therapy is to provide emotional and physical stimulation for the resident utilizing pet therapy.  

Policy
The program establishes guidelines for pets used specifically for pet therapy.  The guidelines are established to provide for positive outcomes for both the resident and the pet.  
Procedure
In-house Pets:

1. It is the responsibility of all staff members to provide for the safety of the residents and the pet(s).  

2. Vaccination records will be kept current as per veterinarian recommendations.  The Administrator or designee will be responsible for monitoring that recommendations are followed.  Records of vaccinations will be kept in the Administrator’s office or designated area and are available for inspection upon request. 

3. For sanitation purposes, pet(s) are not allowed in food preparation areas, dining areas, laundry, central supply areas, clean supply storage areas, medication preparation areas, treatment areas and isolation areas.  

4. If bird cages are utilized in pet therapy, the facility should prepare a regular cleaning schedule and assign cleaning task to a specific department. 

5. Employees should practice hand hygiene after contact with animals with either soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub. 
Visiting Pets:

1. The Administrator has the authority to allow or prohibit animal visitation in the facility.

2. Visitors bringing animals into the nursing facility are asked to limit them to dogs and/or cats.  
3. Prior to entering the nursing facility for the first time with a pet, the visitor must provide proof of current vaccination and veterinary treatment record to the Activities Director or designee. 
4. The animal must be well –behaved and well-trained. If it is deemed that the animal is not well-behaved or well-trained, the owner/handler will asked to remove the animal from the facility. 

5. The animal must be well-groomed and clean.

6. The animal should not enter the facility if they have dermatologic lesions, open wounds, or sutures. 
7. For sanitation purposes, visiting pet(s) are not allowed in food preparation areas, dining areas, laundry, central supply areas, clean supply storage areas, medication preparation areas, treatment areas and isolation areas.  

8. Visiting animals must be attended at all times while on the premises.  

9. Employees must practice hand hygiene after contact with animals with either soap and water or alcohol-based hand rub. 
10. Visits by a person(s) using a Service Animal will be permitted.  The animal’s movement must be limited and supervised by the owner or handler.  
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